
A few days ago, I was looking at 
some pictures and came across one 

of my father getting into the family car, 
which at the time was a 1958 Buick 
Special decked out in all of its chrome 
laden splendor. At the time that picture 
which was taken in the 1960s, I was a 
little kid.

Even then, I recognized and appre-
ciated the fact that being in the driver’s 
seat was a position of power, control, 
and authority. The driver was able 
decide which direction the car would 
take to reach the destination and also 
controlled the speed and arrival time. 
As a youngster, I coveted being in the 
driver’s seat.

I remember all so well opening the 
driver’s side door of that big Buick and 
climbing in by myself, gripping the 
steering wheel and turning it left and 
right as the car stood motionless in our 
driveway. My imagination was in full 
active mode as I “motored along” inca-
pable of reaching the gas or brake pedal 
at the ripe old age of six. I had complete 
control of the vehicle until I made the 
unwise decision to pull the gear shift 
lever down!

Even though our driveway was basi-
cally level, it had the faintest degree of 
slope which was just enough to cause 
that heavy Buick to go sailing out of the 
driveway in reverse, coming to a halt in 
the middle of the street looking like a 
ship that had run aground. That wasn’t 
exactly the driving experience that I had 
in mind. Now inasmuch as the car was 
perched in the middle of the street, it 
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Follow Dr. Fauci: 
Wear Your Mask!

 See From the President, page 3

Welcome
NEW MEMBER

‘BJ’ Thorsnes

Mininum Wage Up
Effective January 1, 2021, 

the minimum wage will be 
$15.61 per hour for all workers in 
El Cerrito. 

Employers must post the official 
El Cerrito Wage Bulletin which 
informs employees of the current 
rate and explains their rights. You 
can get a copy from the City or the 
Chamber. See el-cerrito.org/wages 
for more information on employer 
responsibilities.

Mayfair ‘Mods’ Finally Land in El Cerrito

On October 28th it was all hands on deck as workers watch the first modular apartment unit transfer 
from a flatbed truck and be placed into position on the second floor pedestal, the first of 156 units of 
market rate housing at the corner of Cutting and San Pablo. The apartments are factory built in Vallejo 
and transported to the job site where they are placed into position and secured. More photos, page 6.

Jo
hn

 C
. S

ta
sh

ik

By Melanie Mintz, Community Development Director

Known as the Mayfair Block, from the name of the 24-hour grocery store that 
closed in 1971, development that will transform northern El Cerrito is finally 

underway almost a half century later. There were no shortage of ideas to improve 
the lot at Cutting and San Pablo, but overflow parking for BART and a feeding area 
for pigeons have been the primary uses there for decades.

Now a six story building is under construction by Holliday Development with 156 
units of market rate housing and approximately 9,000 square feet of ground floor com-
mercial space in 1-4 separate retail spaces. (If you are interested in leasing commercial 
space, please visit: loopnet.com and enter 11600 San Pablo Ave., El Cerrito.)

This includes 25 studio, 107 one 
bedroom and 24 two bedroom dwelling 
units.

A separate six story structure on the 
north side of the block proposed by 
Bridge Housing will have between 67-74 
below market rate (affordable) apart-
ments. The entire project is a result of 
adopting El Cerrito’s San Pablo Avenue 
Specific Plan.

May 2021 is the estimated time for 
completion of the Holliday project. 
Bridge Housing, for the affordable 
units, is in the financing stage and is 
scheduled to finish approximately 18 
months later.



Page 2 November 2020BYLINE

Phil Matier, San Francisco Chronicle  
columnist, wrote on October 18th 

about shoplifters forcing another Wal-
greens to close in the city. He mentions 
that this is the third Walgreens in San 
Francisco to close this year. He further 
writes “It’s hard to pin down how much 
the market forces that prompted the 
closure of 200 Walgreens nationwide 
was a factor in the local closures and how 
much theft contributed [to those].”

But it’s safe to assume that constant 
theft from the store played a big part of 
the decision to close. California voters 
decided that theft of less than $950 
in merchandise is treated as a misde-
meanor offense. That means, virtually 
no penalty for doing the crime. 

We see these “Prop. 47 crimes” daily 
here in El Cerrito at Lucky, Safeway, 
CVS, and Walgreens to name just a few. 
Some stores hire security guards, but 
they’re not cheap. So, costs of doing 
business are paid solely by honest cus-
tomers. When it enough inventory walks 
out the door and the business is no 
longer profitable, a store will close. I 
hope El Cerrito retailers can hang on.

Breakfast, lunch. Now open from 8:30 
until 1:30 Thursday through Sunday is 
H&J’s Restaurant at Orchard and San 
Pablo, a short block from City Hall. 
Outdoor tent dining. hjsrestaurant.com. 
It’s on my route; join me sometime.

Food online. With a revamped website, 
meals for pickup at Fatapple’s can now be 
ordered from your computer or mobile 
device; fatapplesrestaurant.com. 

New body shop. Now open at 6501 Fair-
mount Avenue (formerly RC Imports), 
is Bay Strength offering barbell training. 
Sessions are held outdoors, lowering the 
risk of COVID-19 transmission, keeping 
customers safe. Call 510-560-5438; 
info@baystrength.com.

Gone. At the Plaza MOD Pizza looks 
like a COVID-19 casualty. Rubio’s is 
“temporarily” closed too.

Help! Our Rialto Cinemas Cerrito 
Theater, shut down since March, has 
been running a Go Fund Me campaign, 
raising money to stay in business. 80% 
of their fundraising goal has been met 
but more help is needed. Expenses 
are $20,000 a month to maintain the 
property. Gofundme.com to donate.

B o s c o !  T h a t 
is the name of 
E C P D ’s  n e w 
K-9 cop whose 
partner is officer 
Eddie Perales. 
You’ll likely see 
Bosco  around 
town. By the way 

the department’s other K-9 is Roman.

Regency Centers says: “We are excited 
to announce that we will continue the 
holiday lights this season at the El 
Cerrito Plaza! This is a great oppor-
tunity to practice social distancing, while 
enjoying the holiday cheer. We will be 
displaying tree lighting throughout the 
two main drive aisles that meet at the 
beautiful clock tower. The clock tower 
will display lush green garland, orna-
ments, and more! So if you need to 
get out and get some fresh air, please 
come join us at the El Cerrito Plaza and 
enjoy the holiday spirit.” Thank you, 
Regency!

City Manager Karen Pinkos sends this 
comment regarding our new employee: 
“I am thrilled that Georgina Edwards 
has been appointed as Manager of the 
El Cerrito Chamber of Commerce. 
Georgina is an accomplished profes-
sional who will bring a wealth of expe-
rience to the Chamber and its members. 
I had the pleasure of working with 
Georgina when she served as a member 
and Chair of the City’s Human Relations 
Commission, and saw first hand her 
talent and her dedication to El Cerrito. 
I look forward to working with Georgina 
again and I know that she will lead the 
Chamber with distinction.”

Be safe. As this seems to be the year of 
fires, power shutdowns, and who knows 
what next, get alerts from the Contra 
Costa Community Warning System. 
Sign up at cwsalerts.com.

EC budget. The financial health of the 
City is important to both residents and 
businesses. Therefore, updates appear 
in this newsletter. On October 6th the 
City Council approved the amended 
budget for fiscal 20-21.

Are we living on the edge? I’d say so. 
But every other local government entity 
is also in pandemic trouble. Our city has 
a multi-year financial sustainability plan 
to get out of this mess. 

Monthly reports from the Finance 
Director are now sent to the Council.  

This Garden Rocks

One of El Cerrito’s most unique front yards, this artistic masterpiece of carefully placed rocks (at 8190 
Terrace Drive) are held in place not by bolts, super glue, or Velcro, but by gravity! That is the one thing 
that still works as it should in 2020. 
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 See Past Prez Palaver, page 3
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By Jeffrey Wright

The Board of Directors of the 
El Cerrito Chamber of Com-

merce is delighted to announce the 
appointment of Georgina Edwards as 
the new Chamber manager. Many of 
us on the board have previously worked 
with Georgina on one community effort 
or another. 

She is well known and is well 
respected in our community and brings 
a wide breadth of skills and talents to 
the Chamber. Her years of service as 
the Managing Director of the Contra 
Costa Civic Theatre here in El Cerrito, 
along with her experience in community 
development and fundraising, is nicely 
complemented with an Executive 

MBA from Saint Mary’s College and 
an undergraduate B.A. degree in Cul-
tural Anthropology and Latin American 
Literature from the University of Cali-
fornia, Berkeley. 

A native of Argentina, Georgina 
speaks fluent Spanish and is a longtime 
El Cerrito resident. She has two 
children, Maximilian and Iliana Rose, 
who like most of us are having to make 
adjustments in the COVID-19 era as 
they experience distance learning. 

So again, we are pleased to have 
Georgina as part of our team as we 
collectively endeavor to strengthen 
our business community as well as the 
community at large. Welcome aboard 
Georgina!

Georgina Edwards Named Chamber Manager

FROM THE PRESIDENT

PAST PREZ PALAVER

 Continued from page 1

 Continued from page 2

effectively cut off the flow of traffic in 
either direction on our neighborhood 
street. Soon the horns of other drivers 
began to honk out of frustration from 
being obstructed by the “driver-less” 
behemoth Buick.

By now I had abandoned the driver’s 
seat and taken refuge by scrambling 
over the seat and hunkering down real 
low in the rear passenger foot-well 
area. After a period of prolonged horn 
blowing I guess my father looked out of 
the window to see what all of the com-
motion was about. He soon discovered 
that his car was berthed in the middle 
of the street. Dad assumed his rightful 
position in the driver’s seat and pulled 
the car back into our driveway.

Upon seeing his youngest child in 
the backseat of the car, he proceeded 

to ask me what happened. Well, I began 
to recount the sequence of events with 
a degree of accuracy that one would 
expect from a six year old. I told my 
father “daddy, I was sitting in the 
backseat of the car and it just rolled 
into the middle of the street.” My expla-
nation was accompanied with a com-
pelling look of surprise, dismay, and 
concern along with hand gestures.

My father couldn’t contain himself 
and just broke into laughter. By adult 
standards my explanation was ridic-
ulous, however, it was delivered in a pas-
sionate and compelling manner. Fortu-
nately for me, my dad was so humored 
that I received a “pass” from any adverse 
disciplinary action.

As a child I thought that it was 
okay to just hop in the driver’s seat 
and “commence with driving.” As an 

adult I know much better. Being in 
the driver’s seat carries a tremendous 
amount of responsibility, be that behind 
the wheel of a vehicle or at the helm of 
an organization.

One must understand the various 
levers and the results of engaging them. 
The driver needs to have a sense of 
direction and know when to accelerate 
as well as when to brake. The driver 
must be concerned with safety, the well-
being of their passengers as well as 
the other drivers on the road. For all 
of us, let’s understand where we are 
trying to go, look both ways, use our 
turn signals and stay in our lanes so 
that we can safely arrive at our destina-
tions. And most importantly, don’t be 
afraid to ask for directions or even to let 
someone else drive. The goal is to safely 
get where we are trying to go!
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That’s a good thing as they can direct 
management to further reduce expenses 
if revenues fail to meet projections. 
Those reports will be closely watched.

On the revenue side, four new 
major residential developments will 
be completed next year. Two of them 
are already almost finished with leasing 
and sales now underway. These bring 
in property tax revenue along with real 
property transfer taxes where appli-

cable. Wisely, none of this has been 
 factored into financial projections. 

Two cannabis outlets will likely open 
next year and they seem to always do a 
brisk business yielding tax revenue. As 
health orders ease, sales tax income from 
restaurants will pick up as people are 
sick and tired of being cooped up and 
want to eat out. At this time sidewalk 
and parking lot dining is increasing.

City management wants this mess 
resolved ASAP. Between management 

and our City Council, I depend on them 
to keep the fiscal sustainability plan on 
track.

Additional spending cuts could well 
be necessary and if so, they will happen. 
But another revenue and expense report 
would be helpful and the next one comes 
out later this month. Wait and see.

Doom and gloom prevail online. I 
prefer positivity. We have smart people 
working for us. They’re doing their best. 
They always do.
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By Chris Treadway

The owners of the Elevation 66 
brewpub have been eager to see 

their many friends, regulars and new-
comers since reopening for indoor 
dining at the start of October.

But the partial  l i ft ing of the 
COVID-19 health emergency restric-
tions hasn’t brought the anticipated 
turnout — even at the allowed 25 percent 
capacity.

“We’ve definitely had regulars come 
in for the first time since 
March,”  said co-owner 
David Goodstal. “It’s picked 
up, but it’s not what we were 
expecting. It just hasn’t 
materialized.”

He has a simple message 
for past and potential new 
customers: “We’re open for 
indoor dining.”

Indoor dining is a step up 
from being limited to selling 
takeout food and growlers of 
homemade beer at curbside, 
which Elevation 66 had to 
confine itself to for the first 
months of the pandemic. And patrons 
responded, giving the business at least 
some cash flow. Goodstal said he has had 
to re-order growlers four times since the 
onset of the health emergency.

Customers also stepped up by buying 
gift cards that provide revenue now and 
can be redeemed later.

David and Esther Goodstal started 
2020 with hopes for a business rebound 
after a few down years at the brewpub 
they opened on the city’s showcase 

theater block in 2011, where folks had 
grown accustomed to gathering after 
work and on weekends for some quality 
food and beer made on the premises.

But whether customers are afraid to 
congregate in public or simply haven’t 
gotten the word, the supposedly pent-up 
demand hasn’t translated into many 
people dining out so far.

“It’s supposed to be 25 percent, but 
we haven’t even come close to that,” 
David Goodstal said. “That would be 

about 20 people and we haven’t had 20 
people at one time.”

The business marked its 11th anni-
versary on September 1st, but it was 
hardly a celebratory moment. Strait-
jacketed by the pandemic, the couple 
had to lay off 12 employees, leaving a 
staff of six.

“We’re just trying to hang on,” David 
Goodstal said. “We haven’t defaulted 
on anything. We renegotiated the lease 
with our landlord.”

The Goodstals are looking ahead to 
when the place will again be full and 
noisy, but for now would be happy to 
see it at 25 percent capacity.

The pandemic has hit the theater 
block — including the Rialto Cinemas 
Cerrito next door and three restau-
rants — hard. Foot traffic and even 
vehicle traffic is down during the shelter 
order.

“We wanted to hire our staff back 
but we cannot do it right now,” Esther 

Goodstal said. “We don’t 
have the revenue. And then, 
El Cerrito is raising the 
minimum wage on January 
1st, so our labor cost goes 
up.”

At Elevation 66, there 
were already challenges 
before  the  pandemic , 
including the city’s area-
high minimum wage and 
competition from a growing 
number of brewpubs.

“September 1st was our 
nine-year anniversary,” 
David Goodstal said. “When 

we opened there were eight breweries 
in the entire East Bay. Now there are 
50. The minimum wage was $8 and now 
it’s approaching $16.” (Minimum wage 
in El Cerrito will rise from $15.37 to 
$15.61 in January.)

“As small business owners we want 
to pay our fair share, but we need to be 
sustainable,” Esther Goodstal said.

Despite the challenges, the couple is 
looking to help the area return to some 

Now Open for  
Indoor Dining!
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Continued on next page
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degree of normalcy and the days of socia-
bility, good beer and comfort food.

“With an emphasis on supporting 
other local business, the brewery 
developed an artisanal, seasonal food 
menu sourcing most of its ingredients 
from local farms and bakeries,” the 
Elevation 66 website notes.

“I would say the two best selling 
things on the menu are fish and chips, 
and the burger — it’s expensive, but it’s 
high-quality, freshly made and cooked 
to order,” Goodstal said.

There are also 12 different micro-
brews on tap, six made in-house, with 
David Goodstal as the brewmaster. 
Goodstal, who earned a biology degree 
from Texas A&M in 1988, completed a 

master brewing program at UC Davis 
in 2003.

Just as important, the city’s first 
and only brewpub is committed to its 
hometown.

“What we’re doing here is being part 
of the community,” Esther Goodstal 
said. “We love what we do. We used our 
name to relate to the city’s history and 
culture.” (The name refers to the height 
above sea level of Albany Hill, El Cer-
rito’s namesake.)

“I can’t tell you the number of people 
we became friends with through this 
place,” David Goodstal said, adding that 
there have also been customers who 
ended up friends with other customers 
they had never met.

“All our regular customers when they 
walk in, we know exactly what beer they 
want to have, how hot they want their 
burger,” he said.

Esther Goodstal likens the business to 
the bar in the sitcom “Cheers,” a place 
“Where everybody knows your name.”

The couple have dipped into their 
savings to keep things afloat and have 
had to rely on Esther Goodstal’s day job 
as an architect for Kaiser Permanente 
and will continue as long as feasible.

“We do this because it’s our dream,” 
Esther Goodstal said. “There is a love 
for this. And through these obstacles, 
we have been able, so far, to hang on to 
our dream. Hopefully we can continue, 
hopefully we can weather this storm.”

“We have community support,” David 
Goodstal said. “We do have regular cus-
tomers. I can’t tell you how many people 
said ‘We don’t want you to go out of 
business.’”

That includes city government, which 
the couple says has been very supportive, 
aside from the minimum wage.

“We will be here as long as it’s sus-
tainable,” David Goodstal said. “We’re 
going to try and ride it out. Hopefully 
we’ll get more and more seating.”

Christmas lights will be illuminated 
beginning November 4th on the theater 
block as it hopes for better days. “When 
we can hire people back, we will,” Esther 
Goodstal said. “It’s a journey, and this is 
not our final destination.”

Esther and David Goodstal
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Elevation 66 Brewing Company
10082 San Pablo Ave. (theater block) 

El Cerrito
510-525-4800  info@elevation 66.com

elevation66.com

Everyone is invited to join the Chamber of Commerce 
at Elevation 66 on Friday, November 13 at 6 p.m., 

to celebrate the upcoming holidays.
Support your local brewpub and enjoy quality beer!
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The Black Lives Matter flag was officially raised at City Hall plaza on October 3, 2020, with a ceremony that was live streamed. At left, 51 year El Cerrito  residents 
Estelle and Horacio Avelino are flanked by City Council member Rochelle Pardue-Okimoto and Mayor Greg Lyman. In the right photo, Horacio Avelino raises 
the halyard. The Avelinos are members of the El Cerrito Chapter of the NAACP.
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BLM Flag Flies at El Cerrito City Hall

HOW IT’S DONE
1. Truck brings in oversize load from Vallejo.
2. Unit is hoisted from ground to pedestal.
3. Carpenters align units.
4. Leverage and muscle fine tune position.

1

2

4

3

Setting the Mayfair Mods

Photos: John C. Stashik
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This offering of our Best Selling Marketing Products at Exceptional Prices addresses the 
key pieces in marketing your business. As your Marketing Partner we can expand well 

beyond this core offering to help you create a marketing plan that exceeds your goals.

1101 FIFTH STREET, BERKELEY 510.540.7113 www.e-minutemanpress.com
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BERKELEY

SINCE 1972

Thanks, Herb Foley
By Jean Thompson, 

Farmers Market Manager

This Chamber  of Commerce 
became the Farmers Market official 

sponsor on November 6, 2012. It’s hard 
to believe, but this month will mark our 
sixth year with the Chamber. Thank you 
for your support.

I would like to say a few words about 
our former sponsor, the Merchants 

Association of El Cerrito 
Plaza, and Herb Foley, 
who passed away in June 
of this year.

Herb Foley always 
took an interest in our 

Farmers Market along with two of his 
daughters, Janet and Carole. When the 
market began in July, 1999, the Foleys 
were always active in the Merchants 
Association. The activities of that orga-
nization ended around 2003 leaving 
only the Farmers Market. Jan Foley was 
president of the Merchants Association 
for the last six years of its existence.

Many thanks to Jan for her able assis-
tance all those years with the market. 
Thanks to Carole Foley who was always 
willing to help. Thank you to Herb 
Foley who let the Farmers Market use 
the Foley & Bonny store as an office for 
all those years. I will always remember 
his friendly smile and what a kind and 
generous man he was.

COVID-19 Relief for Micro-Enterprise
By Aissia Ashoori

The Renaissance Entrepreneurship Center in partnership with the Contra 
Costa CDBG program has started a Contra Costa County Micro-Enterprise 

Relief Fund. The fund offers grants to Contra Costa County micro-businesses 
impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic. This program aims to provide relief to micro-
enterprises in order to help them survive this crisis and to maintain the provision of 
goods and services for Contra Costa County residents.

For the purposes of this fund, micro-enterprise is defined as a for profit entity 
with: a maximum of five employees; less than $100,000 in annual revenue; regis-
tered, in good standing with, and operating in Contra Costa County cities except 
for Walnut Creek, Concord, Pittsburg, and Antioch.

This relief fund will provide working capital grants of $1,000 to $10,000. Grants 
can be used to cover costs such as COVID-19 precaution supplies (PPE), safety 
remodeling (plexiglass, spacing tape, construction labor), facade improvements and 
signage, online platform fees, and social media marketing to further online sales, 
commercial rents, employee salaries, and other operating costs.

For more eligibility criteria go to rencenter.org. The Richmond office telephone 
number is 510-221-2000.

The application period will end on Wednesday, November 11, at midnight.

SPA Holiday Lights
On November 4th, holiday 

lights will again glow on San 
Pablo Avenue between Fairmount 
and Central. This continues a tra-
dition started one year ago.

This is funded by the Chamber 
of Commerce with additional con-
tributions from:

  Council member Paul Fadelli
  East Bay Sanitary Co., Inc
  John C. Stashik

Participation from these theater 
block merchants is appreciated for 
supplying hookups and power:

  Elevation 66 Brewing Co.
  Noodles Fresh
  Pastime Ace Hardware
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Proud members of the El Cerrito Chamber of Commerce

Open for Business!
Al Fresco Dining
Here are El Cerrito restaurants 
offering outside table service. 
This list is not necessarily 
complete and listings are not in 
any particular order.
El Mono, Fatapple’s, Los Moles 
Beer Garden, Mr. Pickle’s,  
Well Grounded Tea & Coffee, 
McBears Social Club (with food 

truck), Denny’s, IHOP, Macaroni Grill, Tashi Delek, Chipotle, 
Burger King, McDonald’s, Frannie Express, Zomsa, Kyoto 
Ramen, The Junket at EC Plaza. plus the weekly Off The 
Grid food trucks. 
NEW: New Dumpling, Little Hill Lounge, H&J’s Restaurant.
Get information about the above restaurants or any other 
business in El Cerrito by accessing the Open El Cerrito 
directory at the site shown below.

www.el-cerrito.org/whatsopenelcerrito

#ElCerritoProud

Chamber Election Meeting
Per Chamber bylaws, the report of the Nominating Com-

mittee will be presented to members by a Zoom meeting. 
Terms expire for these five members of the Board of Directors: 
Aissia Ashoori, Russell Doi, Mark Figone, Sonja Givens-
Thomas, and John C. Stashik. Directors serve two years.

Along with a slate of candidates presented by the Nomi-
nating Committee, members can also be nominated from the 
floor.

Meeting Details
Tuesday, November 17, 2020 at noon

Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/6980552751?pwd=c0xQbDd0b1p5VlJuakpNOUg

0ZjBSZz09

For additional information or to receive a clickable link, email  
Manager Georgina Edwards at info@elcerritochamber.org


